ject, the author has fallen into an error which invalidates the conclusion arrived at, and tends to deprive one no longer in the active ranks of the profession of the meed which is his due.
The writer, Mr. Windsor, of Manchester, in pursuing his inquiry, has not fully recognised the fact that a given surgical instrument may be used in a variety of ways, of which one may be advantageous, another detrimental; and, having found the employment of forceps in the operation in question advocated by two or three continental surgeons, he stops not to inquire how they applied the instrument, but assumes (wrongly, as we shall show) the identity of their methods with that advocated in this country, and consequently ascribes to them erroneously the credit of devising the latter. It will be necessary to fill up the gap thus left in the examination of the subject. For this purpose, we will review the directions given by the surgeons alluded to; and it will then appear, that only by confounding processes widely different can the English mode be regarded as a mere importation of the continental.
As it is the originality of the former which has been called in question, we will first quote the description given of it by Mr On reviewing the whole matter, sufficient, we think, has been said to prove that Mr. Windsor somewhat hastily ascribed to others an improvement which is really due to our own countryman, and that the conclusions he arrived at, if re-cast as follows, would more truly represent the actual facts of the case: " 1. That in 1841 Bonnet first formed the idea of employing forceps to fix the eye in extraction; that he applied it in practice, and that his example was followed by Peti-equin." " 2. That Professor Griiefe introduced this method in Gex-many," and Desmarres reproduced a modification of it in Paris; but that in both these plans there are inherent defects, which neutralize the value of the suggestion. " 3. That Mr. France was the first to write on this subject in England;" that he devised a distinct method of using forceps in extraction ; that he tested the same, with the best results, in a series of cases; and was, in fact, the originator of that mode which has since obtained extensive adoption in this country.
